Farrill and Santos lead LCJO in Latin jazz concerts

By Miriam Sa’uda Perez
Living music legends Chico O’Farrill and
Ray Santos were the special guest conduc-
tors at Lincoin Center this month, during a
music series that lasted three days and cele-
brated the Afro-Hispanic influence in jazz.

O'Farrill and Santos took turns leading
the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra (LCJO) in
Con Alma - The Latin Tinge in Big Band
Jazz, which blended the sounds of North
American brass with the Latin American
rhythms of timbales and congas. Tere were
about 12 songs performed at each of the two-
hour performances, which were held at the
Center’s Alice Tully Hall.

The Spanish Tinge, as it was called by jazz
theorist Jelly Roll Morton, is a music pattern
that is accented by African rhythms. A sym-
phonic element, the tinge has been a main
ingredient in some tunes by Dizzy Gillespie,
Duke Ellington and John Coltrane. The
sound of the tinge was so powerful that
some audience members were dancing in the
aisles while others screamed praises at the
orcnesfra from their seats.

Ray Santos is probably best known for his
Oscar-nominated arrangements in the 1992
movie The Mambo Kings. Like the captain of
a ship, Santos stood in front of the orchestra
leading them in the performance of “Sunny
Ray’, a quick-paced tune that he wrote for
the movie. The conga beat was carefully
woven int. .ne humming of the saxophones,
trumpets and trombones.

Santos, who has worked with such artists
as Tito Puente, Tony Bennett and Linda
Ronstadt is one of the leaders of modern
Latin music. After spending 40 years as a
performer, arranger and composer, Santos
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Artistic Director Wynton Marsalis keeps watch over his

said he had finally fulfilled his dream of shar-
ing the stage with O’Farrill.

An icon in Latin jazz, O'Farrill looked
small and unsteady as he stood in front of
the 20-piece orchestra, but as he lifted his
arms and the music began to play, it was
obvious that his seasoned ear had only
increased his conducting ability. One of the
highlights of the concert was when he con-
ducted the orchestra in “Manteca Suite”, a
unique, mellow composition he arranged for
Dizzy Gillespie. O’Farrill, who has been per-
forming with artists such as Machito,
Gillespie and Benny Goodman since the

N

Marsalis and his trumpet took a back seat
in the orchestra when Chico O’Farrill and
Ray Santos did the guest conducting hon-
ors. Photos: Amun/Ankhra House, Ltd.
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1940s, received a standing ovation at the end
of the concerts as he conducted the final
composition, “Afro-Cuban Jazz Suite”.

The concerts also included jazz trumpeter
Wynton Marsalis, who serves as the artistic
director for the LCJO. At one concert,
Marsalis, an artist of both classical and jazz
music, performed his tune, “Habenara: from

Jump Start”. Seated in the back row of the
orchestra, the last in a line of three other
horn blowers, his own instrument appeared
dull in comparison to the other polished
trumpets. Yet Marsalis, his solos filled with
long sharp rifts, hit all of the high and low
notes and gave a performance that set the
tone for the orchestra to follow.

YOUR OWN HOME IN THE CARIBBEAN

Nationals of Antigua, St. Kitts and St. Vincent seeking a residence at
home, or regular visitors to these islands, wishing to reside in
exclusive and affordable housing developments on the coastlines of
Antigua, St. Kitts and St. Vincent. These projects are joint ventures
with Colonial Homes, which is a Caribbean company with a
reputation for building premier housing developments and the
Governments of Antigua, St. Kitis and St. Vincent respectively.

Choose from five models all on 600 sq.
mtr. of freehold land.
* Valencia 2 bedroom flat US $38,750.00
* Cottage 3 bedroom flat US $55,350.00
* Cottage Royale 3 bedroom flat US $62,750.00
* |deal 3 bedroom 2 story US $59,600.00
* Classic 3 bedroom 2 story US $84,875.00

Prices include house, land and infrastructure,
Colonial Homes & Commercial Properties (Caribbean) Ltd,

Antigua: Canam Building, Liat Road, Coolidge Antigua, Wi

Tel./Fax: 1-(268)-460-6100 or Email: chcpant@candw.ag
St. Kilts: Camps Estate, Off Island Main Road, Basseterre, St. Kitts
Tel.: 1-(869)-466-5790 or Fax: 1-(869)-465-2202
Email: chepstk@caribsurf.com

St. Vincent: Diamond Estate, St. Vincent.
Tel.: 1-(809)-457-0305 or Fox: 1-(809)-457-0243
Email: chepsvg@caribsurf.com

New York: Herman/Freda Ambris {New York agent), 480 Montauk Ave.,
Brooklyn N.Y. 11208 Tel.: 718-927-3306
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